INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


PCT/US OZ/31024 


According to Inlemalional Patent Classification (IPC) or lo 


:h national classification and IPC 


B. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Documentation searched other than minimum i 


to the extent that such documents are included in the fields se 


IB of data base and, whene practical sc 


EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Citation of document, with Indication, u 


EP 0 788 790 A (JAGOTEC AG) 

13 August 1997 (1997-08-13) 
dted 1n the application 

figures; examples 

WO 94 06416 A (JASOTEC AG ;CONTE UBALDO 
(IT); MAGGI LAURETTA (IT); MANNA ALDO (IT) 
31 March 1994 (1994-03-31) 
cited in the application 
figure 2; examples 1-3,5 

WO 99 51209 A (IMP AX PHARMACEUTICALS INC) 

14 October 1999 (1999-10-14) 
cited In the application 

figure 2; example 2 

~" _/__ 


m 


Further documents are listed In 


El ' 


' Special categoriGS of cited documents : 

A" document defining the general slate of the artwhbhisnot 

considered to be of particular lelevance 
E' earlierdocumentbutpubiisliBdonorafterthe international 

fling date 

'L' document v*ilch may throw doubts on priority claiin(s) or 
which is cited to e^ablist) the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 


'P' document published prior to the Int 


'T' later document published after the international filing date 
or prioril/ date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theoiy underlying the 


11 February 2003 


le and nnailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5816 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280HVRiiswiii( 
Tel. (+31-70) 3^0-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo ni, 
Fax: (431-70) 340-3016 


Date of mailing of the Intemattonal se 

26/02/2003 


Friederlch, M 


Form PCT/ISA/210 (second shsBt) (July 1992) 


INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Internationa :ation No 

PCT/US u£/ 31024 

C.(Contlnuation] DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVAIVT 

Categoiy ° 

citation or document, with Mlcation.where appropriate, or the relevant passages 

Relevant lodaim No. 

X 

US 5 464 633 A (LA MANNA ALDO ET AL) 
7 November 1995 (1995-11-07) 
cited in the application 
claim 15; figure 1 


1 

X 

DE 198 34 180 A (BENCKISER NV) 
3 February 2000 (2000-02-03) 
figures 


1,26,28 

X 

US 5 213 808 A (BAR-SHALOM DANIEL ET AL) 
25 May 1993 (1993-05-25) 
figures; examples 


1,26-28 

X 

US 2001/001280 Al (ESPINAL STEVEN ET AL) 
17 May 2001 (2001-05-17) 
figures 1-4; examples 


1,26-28 

P,X 

US 6 365 185 Bl (RITSCHEL WOLFGANG A ET 
AL) 2 April 2002 (2002-04-02) 
figures 3,7,8 


1,26-28 

X 

EP 1 077 065 A (CHUGAI PHARMACEUTICAL CO 
LTD) 21 February 2001 (2001-02-21) 
figures 3-5 


1,26,28 


Fbim PCT/lSA/210 (conanuation of second shael) (July 1982) 


International Application No, PCTAJS 02 /S1024 


FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTflSA/ 210 


Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 2-25, 29-51 (not searched), 1, 26-28 (partially) 


Claims 2-25 and 29-51 have been not searched and claims 1 and 26-28 have 
been searched partially for the following reasons: 

Present independent claims 1, 26, 27 and 28 relate to an extremely large 
number of possible products ("dosage form", "active ingredient"). Support 
within the meaning of Article 6 POT and/or disclosure within the meaning 
of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a very small 
proportion of the products claimed ( "pharmaceutical ly active 
ingredient"). 

The further charaterizing parameter "wherein the shell is substantially 
free of pores having a diameter of 0.5 to 5.0 microns" in claim 1 is 
considered to lead to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 
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It is Impossible to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to 
employ with what is set out in the prior art. 

In view of the large number and also the wording of the dependent claims 
presently on file, which render It difficult, if not impossible, to 
determine the matter for which protection 1s sought, the present 
application fails to comply with the clarity and conciseness requirements 
of Article 6 PCT (see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such an extent that a 
meaningful search Is impossible. 

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
independent claims 1, 26, 27 and 28 which appear to be clear, supported 
and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the products prepared 1n 
the examples. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter 11 procedure. 
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